
GASD Redistricting Q & A 
The Greater Amsterdam School District has been studying a redistricting plan since January, 

2020. In April, that plan, developed by a district-wide committee of parents,staff and 

community members, was recommended to the Board of Education. Here are some commonly 

asked questions designed to help you understand redistricting and how it will affect GASD 

students and families. 

What is redistricting? 

Redistricting is a plan to place all GASD elementary school students to their home school zones 

so they can go to school closest to where they live, ending the current magnet school 

configuration. 

Why redistrict? 

Two main factors went into our redistricting study: providing our elementary students with the 

best education possible and improving the district’s bus transportation system. 

Who will be affected by redistricting? 

All elementary school students in grades Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten to grade 5. 

When will redistricting begin? 

Redistricting will begin next fall and be phased in over a 3-year period. 

Will the Coronavirus pandemic affect the district redistricting plan? 

No, redistricting will proceed as planned. 

How do I know which home school zone I live in? 

The district has created a color coated online map for parents to see which school zone they 

live in – Barkley, Curie, McNulty or Tecler. Simply use the following link to access the map, tap 

on the Search key (magnifying glass in upper left corner), and type in your street address to find 

out which zone you live in. The link is 

https://www.scribblemaps.com/maps/view/GASD_Redistricting/KG2SimdYlx 

How will students be placed in school zones under the redistricting plan? 

Students will be placed in their home schools based on the following priority list: 

1. Separated siblings can be relocated to home school zones 
2. Current K – 5 students will be given the option of remaining in current school for up to three 

years or relocating to home school zone 

https://www.scribblemaps.com/maps/view/GASD_Redistricting/KG2SimdYlx


3. For the 2020-2021 school year only, incoming Pre-K and Kindergarten students will be given the 
option of attending a school with siblings or attending a school in the home school zone. Please 
note that due to the limited number of Pre-K slots in each elementary building, we cannot 
guarantee your request.   

4. Beginning in 2020-2021, students receiving consultant teaching may opt to return to their 
home school zones where they will receive the necessary services 

5. All new entrants will continue to be automatically assigned to home school zones 

What will special education services look like with redistricting? 

Prior to redistricting, grade level consultant teacher special education programs varied by 
building. For example, currently Marie Curie offers consultant teacher special education 
programs only in grades K and 4. With redistricting, GASD will offer special education consultant 
teacher services at EACH grade level in EACH elementary building. For those students in special 
programs (for example 15:1:1, 12:1:2), these will continue to be offered in specific buildings 
and redistricting will not impact their locations. 

Do I have any say on which school my students can attend next school year? 

Yes. The district is asking parents to complete a quick questionnaire telling us whether: 

1. You’d like your child to remain in the school they are currently enrolled in or 
2. You’d like your child to move to their neighborhood school next school year 

When do I have to decide by? 

Please understand that if you do not reply to the questionnaire BY MAY 8TH, it is understood 
that the GASD will assign your student(s) according to class size availability. 

Where do I fill out the questionnaire? 

Online is the preferable method at the link 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc620D3DrVmGXNAkBNfWLl4DpsfQOE7OthCBB6V
XHYxKGJi_Q/viewform  

You may also fill out a paper questionnaire that was mailed to all homes of elementary school 

children. The paper form may be scanned and emailed to Eric McClary at emcclary@gasd.org, 
placed in a sealed envelope and deposited in the secure drop box located outside the District 

Office entrance or dropped off at one of the three meal distribution sites (Tecler Elementary, 

Lynch Academy and Amsterdam High School) 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday, Wednesday or Friday. 

Completed forms may also be mailed to Eric McClary, Greater Amsterdam School District, 140 

Saratoga Ave., Amsterdam NY 12010. Please do not miss the MAY 8TH DEADLINE. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc620D3DrVmGXNAkBNfWLl4DpsfQOE7OthCBB6VXHYxKGJi_Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc620D3DrVmGXNAkBNfWLl4DpsfQOE7OthCBB6VXHYxKGJi_Q/viewform
mailto:emcclary@gasd.org


 

It asks for my student’s ID number on the questionnaire. Where do I find that? 

Your student ID number can be accessed in one of three ways: 

● Your student ID number is their lunch number. Please ask your student for their lunch number. 
● Or, your student ID number can be found on their 1st-trimester report card. It is located to the 

right of their name (5-digit code). 
● Lastly, if you still don’t know the student ID number please call the district office at 

518-843-3180, Ext. 7504 to go through the security verification process to recover your student 
ID number. 

Will transportation continue to be provided for the 2020-21, 2021-22, 2022-23 
school years for students not choosing to attend their home schools? 

Yes 

What about transportation after the three-year phase in period? 

No. Beginning in the 2023-24 school year, students may continue in the school of their choice 
as long as there is room in the designated grade and transportation to and from school/day 
care is provided by the parent/guardian. This means that the district will provide 
transportation only to students in home school zones beginning in 2023-24. 

Will transportation to any other addresses other than home such be provided 
after the three-year phase in period? 

Yes. Transportation will be provided for day care dropoffs within the student’s home school 
zone or to a licensed daycare provider within the GASD. 

Will transportation continue to be provided for Pre-Kindergarten students? 

No. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and loss of state aid to GASD, transportation will no longer 
be provided for children attending the Pre-Kindergarten program beginning in the fall. Pre-K 
transportation will now be the responsibility of the parent/guardian of the student enrolled in 
the program. 

 

 

 



How can I find out more about GASD redistricting? 

There are three main ways:  

1. Visit the GASD website anytime at www.gasd.org 
2. Email questions to RDquestions@gasd.org or mail questions to: Superintendent’s Office, 

Greater Amsterdam School District, 140 Saratoga Ave., Amsterdam NY 12010. 
3. View two online informational presentations coming up on redistricting on April 29 and 

May 6 at 6:30 p.m. The event links will be posted on the GASD website so the public can 
view them remotely in real time. The presentations will also be recorded and posted 
online to view at a later date. 

How do I learn more about the redistricting study? 

More information about the redistricting study can be found on the district website at this link 
https://www.gasd.org/preliminary-gasd-redistricting-study/ 
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